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PRIDEFEST 2017 

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.22 pm]: I simply 
want to inform the house of the pleasure I had at the launch of PrideFest 2017 last night. Not only did I represent 
the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Dr Mike Nahan, MLA, but also I was there on my own account having received 
a gracious invitation to attend that event. PrideFest is the name adopted by Western Australia’s lesbian, gay, 
transgender and intersex community for what used to be known as Pride Month. It is an umbrella title for the 
annual month-long festival of the organisation Pride WA. That organisation formed in 1989 and is an incorporated 
association, the mission and principal purpose of which is — 

… to encourage and promote culture and the arts by celebrating the cultural expression and the performing 
talent of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer and all people of diverse sexuality and gender 
living in Western Australia. 

PrideFest this year kicks off on Friday, 27 October. Those attending the launch last night, which was held at the 
State Theatre, included Mr Andrew Barker, who is president of the committee of Pride WA, and there was a speech 
from Mr Jeremy Wray of Pride WA. Also in attendance and speaking was Mr John Carey, MLA, the member for 
Perth; Senator Dean Smith, a Liberal senator for Western Australia; Her Worship Emma Cole, Mayor of the 
City of Vincent; and Councillor Janet Davidson of the City of Perth, who also unveiled the 2017 PrideFest program 
and officially launched the event this year. The entertainment was provided by Christian Zappia, who played and 
sang throughout the evening. 

There are five major events during PrideFest. There is the opening party on 27 October, a fair day on 29 October, 
a community picnic on 11 November, and the Pride Parade on 25 November and its after-party. The first 
Pride Parade in Perth was held in 1983—some six years before Pride WA was formed. Unfortunately, Pride WA 
received less funding from the City of Perth this year. Its contribution from the City of Perth was reduced to some 
$50 000 rather than the $55 000 given last year. Nevertheless, there are dozens of other entertainment, community 
engagement and artistic events occurring within the month in not only Perth, but also regional areas. 

I would like to pay tribute to the committee of Pride WA as of 24 April this year: Mr Andrew Barker, president; 
Frances Burgess, senior vice-president; Mr Jeremy Wray, vice-president; Mr Curtis Ward, secretary; and 
John Hugo, treasurer. I also pay tribute to Tania Giorgetta, Fiona Maguire, Karron Swinn, Roscoe Holyoake and 
Michael Della Maddalena, who are all committee members, and thank them for the work they have done. It was 
a very enjoyable event and I was pleased to be in attendance and show support for a very important but often 
discriminated against portion of our community. I indicate the support of the Liberal opposition for what they are 
striving to achieve, which is not simply tolerance in society but acceptance as fellow citizens, our neighbours, 
friends and colleagues. 
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